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Hooded Warbler (Wilsonia citrina)    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

Landscape -community Combinations of Highest Ecological Priority  
Ecological Landscape Community 
Central Lake Michigan Coastal Southern dry-mesic forest 
Central Lake Michigan Coastal Southern mesic forest 
Forest Transition Southern dry-mesic forest 
Forest Transition Southern mesic forest 
Southeast Glacial Plains Southern dry-mesic forest 
Southeast Glacial Plains Southern mesic forest 
Western Coulee and Ridges Southern dry-mesic forest 
Western Coulee and Ridges Southern mesic forest 
Western Prairie Southern dry-mesic forest 
Western Prairie Southern mesic forest 

 
 
Threats and Issues 
• The greatest threat to this species is from the continued loss and fragmentation of forest habitat south 

of the tension zone. 
• Hooded Warbler needs dense shrubby areas within older, large forested areas.  Some research has 

shown that they will use buckthorn, but if buckthorn impacts the forests' long-term ability to 
regenerate, then it is ultimately harmful to Hooded Warbler populations. 

• Like this and other species that requrie shrubby areas to nest, high deer populations likely decrease 
habitat quality. 

• Increased transportation and energy infrastructure fragments existing habitat. 
• Exurban development adjacent to high-quality habitat may be impacting predator populations and 

thereby reducing nesting success.  
• The range, distribution, and abundance of this species in privately-owned forests is unknown, but 

could be estimated based on the occurrence of large blocks of dominantly hardwood forest.  
Fragmentation of these forests could be a factor determining the abundance of Hooded Warblers. 

 
 

Species Assessment Scores* 
 
 

State rarity: 4 

State threats: 3 

State population trend: 3 

Global abundance: 3 

Global distribution: 4 

Global threats: 3 

Global population trend: 3 

Mean Risk Score: 3.3 

Area of importance: 2 
* Please see the Description of Vertebrate Species 

Summaries (Section 3.1.1) for definitions of 
criteria and scores. 

 

Ecological Landscape Associations 
Please note that this is not a range map. Shading 
does not imply that the species is present throughout 
the Landscape, but represents the probability that the 
species occurs somewhere in the Landscape. 
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Priority Conservation Actions  
• Since many large forested areas in southern Wisconsin are not publicly owned, helping landowners 

gain access to resource professionals is critical to ensure that sustainable management is taking place. 
• Inventories are needed in older forest blocks prior to management, to ensure that practices used will 

accomodate Hooded Warblers if they are found occupying the area. 
• Selective harvest, both single tree and group selection to regenerate healthy forests should improve 

the condition of stands for this interior gap specialist.  However, deer browsing would have to be 
controlled for regeneration to be successful. 

• Develop methods for reducing fragmentation of habitat through housing development in key forested 
areas. 

• Conservation of this, and many other southern forest species, will need to take into account the 
impacts of rapidly spreading invasive plants such as garlic mustard and buckthorn.   

• Additional research and monitoring is needed to identify important habitat and study the effects of 
fragmentation. 

• Raise awareness about the importance of known areas (e.g., Kettle Moraine, Baraboo Hills)
 

 




